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With New Jersey experiencing its 
worst drought in 20 years, officials 
are warning that mandatory water use 
restrictions could be next if people 
don’t voluntarily conserve water, par-
ticularly now that lawn and gardening 
season is here.

The New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection said Friday the 
state remains in a drought watch, the 
second most serious of four water sup-
ply conditions.

The lone remaining step would be to 
declare a drought emergency, which 
would bring with it mandatory water 
use restrictions.

While we are not there yet, officials 
asked people to voluntarily reduce water 
usage so an emergency declaration does 
not become necessary.

“While we saw a little relief over the 
winter, New Jersey is feeling the effects 
of nearly two years of below-normal 
precipitation,” Gov. Mikie Sherrill said. 
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OCEAN CITY — The city’s high 
school baseball field on Bay Avenue 
turned into a mini-version of Citizens 
Bank Park on Friday.

The voice of Phillies public address 
announcer Dan Baker boomed across 
Ocean City. Baker was on the micro-
phone as the Red Raiders celebrated 
senior day with a much-needed 8-3 win 
over Absegami.

“Everybody knows that voice,” Ocean 
City coach Andrew Bristol said.

The Ocean City and Absegami play-
ers heard their names announced by the 
man who introduces Bryce Harper and 
the rest of the Phillies at every home 
game.

Baker, 79, has been the Phillies’ public 
address announcer since 1972.

“It felt like an honor,” Ocean City 
senior Kam Street said of hearing Baker 
say his name. “It was very special.”

The Red Raiders have a connection to 
the Phillies. Ocean City assistant coach 
Frank Coppenbarger spent his life in 
big-league baseball and was the long-
time Phillies’ Director of Team Travel & 
Clubhouse Services.

He not only arranged for Baker to 
be the public address announcer. 
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ESTELL MANOR — Atlantic 
County on Saturday kicked 
off its countdown to cele-
brating America 250.

The free event marked the first 
in a series of planned community 
programs leading up to the 250th 
anniversary of the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence.

“America remains the world’s 
oldest continuous democracy 
and this anniversary provides an 
opportunity to reflect on the prin-
ciples that hold us together for the 
greater good,” County Executive 
Dennis Levinson said ahead of the 
event.

Presented by the Atlantic County 
Historical Society, the celebration 
highlighted the region’s Revo-
lutionary War history, including 
the role of the Jersey Shore during 
the nation’s founding. Historical 
society members portrayed Rev-
olutionary War figures and shared 
period stories.

There we also colonial-era chil-
dren’s games, a Revolutionary War 
sites activity book, musical enter-
tainment from a privateer reenact-
ment group, food trucks, crafters 
and giveaways.
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Great Egg Harbor Township Historical Society Museum and Research Library vice chair Pamela Tyson and historian Lynn Wood talked with 
attendees during Atlantic County’s celebration Saturday at Estell Manor Park in Mays Landing to count down to America’s 250th anniversary.
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EGG HARBOR TOWNSHIP — After 
more than 30 years, Spirit Airlines has 
ceased operations at Atlantic City Inter-
national Airport and elsewhere around the 
country, effective immediately, the com-
pany announced Saturday.

“We understand this may be unexpected 
and stressful for many travelers,” the air-
port said in a post on social media.

The airport advised passengers with 
Spirit reservations not to go to the airport, 
as there will be no one from the company 
to assist them. The airport directed people 
with questions to spiritrestructuring.com/
guests, which also told people not to go to 
the airport.

ACY also directed prospective travelers 
to its other commercial carriers, Allegiant 

Air and Breeze Airways, as well as Amer-
ican Airlines, which offers shuttle service 
from Atlantic City to flights at Philadelphia 
International Airport.

Reports Friday had indicated Spirit was 
preparing to cease operations after failing 
to align certain bondholders and the U.S. 
government on a bailout plan. President 
Donald Trump said last month his admin-
istration was looking to buy the embattled 
carrier at the “right price.” Sources later 
said the administration had proposed $500 

million in financing in exchange for war-
rants equivalent to 90% of Spirit’s equity.

A rescue hearing scheduled for Thurs-
day did not take place after talks over the 
terms of a potential $500 million U.S. gov-
ernment bailout continued.

No U.S. carrier of Spirit’s size — it 
accounted for 5% of U.S. flights at one 
point — had liquidated in two decades. 
Spirit helped keep fares lower in markets 

Spirit Airlines to fly no more
ACY loses cornerstone 
commercial carrier

Patrick Philpot, 11, of Dorothy, plays a game of ring toss 
called the Game of Graces.

The Seadogs, a New Jersey-based band and privateer  
re-enactment group, sang period music Saturday.
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America at 250:  
The story still unfolding
This story is part of an ongoing 

series exploring the 250th anniversary of the United States 
in 2026. Visit our website to read other stories in the series 
and share your own.


